Ancient Graffiti

Herculaneum

1. Go to www.ancientgraffiti.org

2. Click on the map of Herculaneum (on the left)

3. Scroll slowly over the squares on the map of Herculaneum (left side of the page) until you
see the names of the buildings pop up. Each of these highlighted areas are different buildings
in the ancient city. By reading the names as you scroll, you can see what types of buildings
were in the city.

4. Click on three buildings; they will remain highlighted in gray after you’ve clicked on them.

5. Press ‘Search’

6. Answer the questions below.

Documentation

Your first step is to document the graffiti in your buildings, just like a real archaeologist. To
understand what ancient graffiti can tell us about Roman life, we must first have a good
understanding about the artifacts themselves.

1 What three buildings did you choose? What types of buildings are these (houses, baths,
public building)?

[ How many graffiti were located in each of your three buildings?



1 What types of graffiti are they? How many did you have of each type?

4 Each graffito has the Latin text (graffito) and the translation below it. Choose one graffito
and explain the grammar of the text. Do you recognize the verb (if it has one) or the noun
cases?

[ Many graffiti have mistakes in them or abbreviations, which are indicated by the brackets.
Do you have a graffito with a mistake or abbreviation in your buildings?

[ Ifyour buildings contained a drawing, reproduce the drawing in the space below:



Roman Life

Now we can use our knowledge about the number and types of graffiti in these buildings to
help us understand life in a Roman town like Herculaneum.

4 Which graffito is the most interesting to you? Why?

0 What do these graffiti teach us about life in a Roman city?

d Who do you think was writing these graffiti? Why do you think they were writing them?



